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Using the Stages 
Framework as a Strategy 
for Designing Curriculum 

and Alternative 
Assessment for Learners 

with Cognitive and 
Language Challenges  

Ways to Include Learners with 
Special Needs in Assessments!

1)   participate in the general education 
assessment methods;!

2) use accommodations or 
modifications to the general 
education assessment methods;!

 3) participate in performance-based or 
portfolio alternative assessment.!

Eligibility for Alternative Assessment!

A student with a disability who….!
•  requires substantial modifications to instructional level and 

learning standards in a content area, and!

•  requires intensive, individualized instruction in order to acquire 
and generalize knowledge, and!

!

•  is unable to demonstrate knowledge and skills on a paper and 
pencil test, even with accommodations,!

!!
 . . should participate in local alternate 

assessment in that specific subject area.!
!
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IEP Teams can consider other students 
for alternative assessment 

A student with a disability may require 
alternate assessment if . . .!

  The complexity or severity of the disability presents 
unique and significant challenges to demonstrating   
knowledge and skills on standard tests, or!

!

  the regular test format does not allow student to      
demonstrate his or her knowledge and skills,!

!

!. . . and these challenges cannot be ! ! 
! overcome using accommodations. 

 

How ALL students access"
the general curriculum!
!
!
• Entry points!
!
• Access skills!

Another model for how all 
students access"

the general curriculum!

• Standards as written!
!
• Entry points!
!
• Access skills!

Other terminology?!

Entry Points!
  Based on the general curriculum 
  (i.e., learning standards) 

  Faithful to essence of standard 
  Low-med-high levels of difficulty 

and complexity 
 Appropriately challenging for each 

student 
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Access Skills!
When even the lowest Entry Point 
seems too challenging… 
 

  Student can practice targeted access 
skills within standards-based instruction 

 

  Instruction can still focus on standards 
 

Introductory: Skills that require basic processing of information 
to address real-world situations that are related to the content 
standards, regardless of the age or grade level of the student. 
 
Fundamental: Skills that require simple decision-making to address 
real-world situations that are related to the content standards, 
regardless of the age or grade level of the student. 
 
Comprehensive: Skills that require higher-order thinking and 
complex information-processing skills that are related to the 
content standards, regardless of the age or grade level of the 
student.!

Louisiana State Board of Education; Alternatie Assessment Teacher�s Guide to Statetwide Alternatie 
Assessment, Spring 2003.!

Model Levels of Participation- General Curriculum!

North Carolina Standard Course of Study 
Language Arts 

 
Competency Goal 1  The learner will develop and apply enabling 
strategies and skills to read and write. 
Essence:   The learner will develop strategies for communication 
 
Presymbolic Skills   
*  Activate a switch to start a book on tape 
*  Finger scan a textured object that represents the next activity. 
Early Symbolic  
*  Name community building pictures 
*  Point to self when first letter of own name is placed in hand 
*  Identify restroom symbol 
*  Identify own workbox through tactile scanning 
Symbolic   
*  Identify weather related words 
*  Read sight words embedded in a story 

• http://www.uncc.edu/aap/!
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Example: MA Curriculum Frameworks!
Learning Standards and Essence 

Learning Standards Essence 

How all students can participate!

standards 
as written 

entry  
points 

access 
skills 

• Student Work!
• Instructional Data!
• Videotapes!
• Photographs (only in special cases)!

• Something to discuss? !

Primary Evidence 
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Stages Report for 1 Occurrence!

   Secondary Evidence provides description, 
clarification or explanation, and context to 
support Primary Evidence:!

!

 Photographs!
 Narratives!
 Audiotape!
 Reflection sheets!
 Letters of support!
 Visual aids, organizers, other tools used 

by student!

Secondary Evidence 

Stages Observation Forms as 
Secondary Evidence!



Using Stages for Designing Curriculum and  
Alternative Assessment 

Spring-2013!
!

Madalaine Pugliese!
(781)639-1930         pugliese@simmons.edu!! 6!

Scoring Criteria (Rubric): "
Level of Complexity!

Difficulty and Complexity of Material!

1! 2! 3! 4! 5!
Not based 
on 
standards; !
OR not 
indicated!

Access skills 
practiced 
within 
standards-
based 
instruction!

Modified 
learning 
standards 
(entry points)!

Small number 
of learning 
standards as 
written (at or 
near grade-
level)!

Broad range of 
learning 
standards as 
written (at or 
near grade-
level)!

Stages Framework Process!

Diagnostic and Prescriptive!

Step 1: 
!Read the 

Stages Book!
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Book Components!
Overview of Stages !
•     What is Stages?!
•     Research (Piaget + Chomsky) = New Theory!
About the Learners!
•     Observable Characteristics!
•     Competency Goals!
•     Sample IEP Objectives !
•     Off computer activity ideas!
•     Communication ideas !
About the Software  !
•    Software Selection Tips!
•    Recommended Programs "
!

Step 2: 
!

Assess the 
Learner!

Assessment Kits!

•  accessible computer activities !
     to assess a learner�s skills!
•  script for evaluator to follow!
•  unique Observation Form!
•  a guide to selecting appropriate !
     software!

Each Kit includes:!



Using Stages for Designing Curriculum and  
Alternative Assessment 

Spring-2013!
!

Madalaine Pugliese!
(781)639-1930         pugliese@simmons.edu!! 8!

Step 3: 
!Observe 

& Collect Data!

Gather Computer Data!

•  Maintain student portfolios!

•  Track student progress!

•  Share progress with parents!

•  Alternate assessment is not !
!an event, it is a journey!!

Record Observations!

•  What motivates the learner?!

•  Distractions in the room?!

•  Additional assistance needed?!
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Step 4: 
Refer     
to the 
Software 
Charts!

Original Print!
Version!

New On-line!
Version!

www.stagesassessment.com!

Meaningful Skills 
Practice!

apps4stages.wikispaces.com/!

Step 4: 
Refer     
to the 
Software 
Charts!

Select Practice Software !
•  Select appropriate software!

•  Use software you already own!

•  Keep up-to-date on new titles!

•  Implement �smart spending�!

New Online Version at 
http://www.stagesassessment.com!
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Select Practice Software !

Step 5: !"
Integrate !Results into 
Daily Instruction!

Curriculum Bundles!

•  computer programs for building skills!
!(�Practice, Practice, Practice!�)!

•  popular programs in special education !
!and language development!

•  software developed by therapists !
!and educators in the field!

Each bundle includes:!
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Track 
and 
Report 
Learner 
Progress!

  Stages Report Wizard!
Quickly & Easily Compile Data:!
 !
•     Automatically locates your saved Stages data!
!
•     Generates graphs & content mastery tables!

•     Allows customization such as adding  !
     learner profiles, observations, !
     recommendations, and IEP goals!

•     Compiles results into a final report !
     which can be printed or saved!

New! 

The Stages Alternate 
Assessment Process!

Gives you a way to:!
•  assess students skills 

and abilities. !
•  form IEP goals and 

objectives.!
•  select appropriate 

software for skill 
development.!

•  track learner progress 
over time.!
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